
 Gardening Storytime 

Prep: Varies 

Items: 

 Books: 

o “The Night Gardner” by The Fan Brothers (Book) 

o “The Saved Seed” by Brenda Moore (Book) 

o “As an Oak Tree Grows” by C. Brian Karas (Book) 

o “Big Tree Down” by Laurie Lawlor (Book) 

 Craft: We planted our own seeds! 

o Seeds 

o Soil 

o Coffee Containers  

o Water bottles and/or Toilet or Paper rolls 

Full Length: 35 Minutes 

 

Beginning:  

 We started the Story Time by singing “I Wake up my Hands” by Jbrary. The great 

part about this song is that you can have the kids choose the body part. This 

allows the kids to learn the body parts while making it fun! 

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZzvSxwQ8mM 

 After our opening song, we read the book “As an Oak Tree Grows”. This book 

goes through the growth of an oak tree and has facts on the back cover. Be sure 

to point out the different seasons as they appear in the book. This gives them an 

idea of what trees look like in those seasons.  

Middle: 

 Our song for today was called “The Seeds Grow” to the tune of “Farmer in the 

Dell”. You can see the words and actions at the bottom.  

End:  

 I had a really great turn out for this Storytime! Sadly I wasn’t able to more songs 

or books, so I just read two books and did one song. I had more planned but I the 

kids to be able to plant their own seeds.  

 The last book that we read was “The Night Gardener”. I love this book for its 

illustrations! 

 

 

https://poplarbluff.missourievergreen.org/eg/opac/record/1631091?query=The%20Night%20Gardener;qtype=title;fi%3Asearch_format=book;locg=2;detail_record_view=1;expand=awards
https://poplarbluff.missourievergreen.org/eg/opac/record/2690649?query=The%20Saved%20Seed;qtype=title;fi%3Asearch_format=book;locg=2;sort=pubdate.descending;detail_record_view=1;expand=awards
https://poplarbluff.missourievergreen.org/eg/opac/record/1362769?query=As%20an%20Oak%20Tree%20Grows;qtype=title;fi%3Asearch_format=book;locg=2;detail_record_view=1;expand=awards
https://poplarbluff.missourievergreen.org/eg/opac/record/2744013?query=Big%20Tree%20Down;qtype=title;fi%3Asearch_format=book;locg=2;sort=pubdate.descending;detail_record_view=1;expand=awards
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZzvSxwQ8mM


Craft: 

 Today we planted our own seeds! Also, since April 22 is National Earth Day, we 

used recycled materials to host our plants until they are ready to transplant. Here 

is what I did: 

1. I used coffee containers as the holder for the plants, then I cut up 

either toilet/paper towel rolls or water bottles. Then I filled the coffee 

container with either the paper towel/toilet paper rolls or water bottles. 

The coffee containers I used were able to fit 7-9 toilet paper/paper 

towel rolls or 3 water bottles (I cut the water bottles in half so they 

could fit in the container). If I had any leftover materials, I made sure to 

fill the containers all the way to capacity so the rolls and water bottles 

wouldn’t move around in the container and spill.  

2. After that, I put the soil in three of the paper towel/toilet paper rolls and 

all of three of the water bottles. Since I had a lot for Storytime, I wanted 

to make sure that I had enough for each family. 

3. Finally we planted the seeds! I had picked out Pumpkin, Tomato, and 

Cucumber seeds. I did a little research and found that these were the 

easiest seeds for kids to grow and they had the shortest growth time. 

(There may be other seeds that are fast growing too. These were just 

the ones that I chose out of the list). To plant them, I had them poke a 

finger down into the soil to create a small hole to drop the seed in. 

Then cover the hole after that! 

o We didn’t water the seeds after we planted them. I didn’t want 

an accident to happen in the library! 

4. This step is the reason I chose coffee containers! At the end, we 

covered the containers with the lids and duct taped them shut. Just in 

case some took a fall to the ground. It wouldn’t bust open and make a 

mess in the library. They can also write their names on them!  

Songs/Rhymes: 

“The Seeds Grow” 
(Tune: “Farmer in the Dell”) 

The gardener plants the seeds 
(Pretend to Plant seeds in the ground) 

The gardener plants the seeds 
Deep down inside the ground 
The gardener plants the seeds 

 
The sun warms the earth, 

(Hold Hands above head like sun) 
The sun warms the earth, 

And wakes the sleeping seeds below, 
The sun warms the earth 

The clouds bring the rain 
(Wiggle fingers from high to low like rain) 

The clouds bring the rain 
And give the thirsty seeds a drink 

The clouds bring the rain 
 

The gardener pulls the weeds 
(Make Pulling Motion with Hands) 

The gardener pulls the weeds 
‘Cause little plants need room to grow 

The gardener pulls the weeds 
 
 



The seeds grow into flowers 
(Wiggle hands with fingers extended 

from low to high) 
The seeds grow into flowers 
Like the brightest rainbow 

The garden’s full of flowers! 
 

Rhyme 
Slowly, Slowly 

Slowly, slowly, very slowly 
(Walk fingers up arm slowly) 

Creeps the garden snail.  
Slowly, slowly, very slowly 

Up the wooden rail. 
 

Quickly, quickly, very quickly 
(Run fingers up arm) 
Runs the little mouse. 

Quickly, quickly, very quickly 
‘Round about the house.  


